
Handout #11             Ezra / Nehemiah / Esther 11/18/19 
 

The Book of Ezra 
Author: 

 Ezra — “the Lord helps” 

 Ezra was primarily a religious leader, not a political or military leader 

 Ezra is called a “ready scribe”—(an interpreter and teacher of OT Scriptures)-(See Ezra 7: 1-6) 

Date:  

 After 456 B.C. 

 There were three “returns” of Jews from Babylonian captivity: 
 

Theme: “THE RETURNING REMNANT” 

 The book of Ezra covers the first two retums of the remnant from captivity in Babylon: 

1st Return —about 50,000 Jews returned 

Leader: Zerubbabel — he was a political leader, a governor, yet he was obviously a 

spiritual man; he led in the rebuilding of the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem 

2nd  Return —about 2,000 Jews returned 

Leader: Ezra — he was primarily a religious leader; he re-established temple worship 
 

 The remnant, though they had been raised in Babylon, were compelled to return to the place 

of blessing and the to place of worship. God used a heathen king, Cyrus (1 : 1-4), to make a 

way for these Jews to return. 
 

Outline:  

I. The Return under Zerubbabel (ch. 1-6) 

 Main Accomplishment - the Temple was rebuilt 

II. The Return Under Ezra (ch. 7-10) 

 Main Accomplishment — People re-separated 
 

Key Words: “Build”  “Hand of the Lord” 

Key Verse: Ezra 7: 10 - “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, 

and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. ” 
 

Special Features: 

1. This remnant retumed in direct fulfillment of prophecy. God kept His Word! [Isaiah 44:24-45:3 

Jeremiah 25:8-11, 29:14] 

2. God used the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to stir the people to rebuild the Temple during 

Zerubbabel’s day. 

3. The book of Esther fits between Ezra Ch. 6 and Ch. 7 — (a 60 year gap) 

Christ In The Book: 

Cyrus — called God’s anointed, pictures Christ (Isa. 45:1) 

 He was the conqueror of Israel’s enemy 

 He was the restorer of the Holy City 

 He glorified the name of God 
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